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I include for the RECORD the full text 

of the American Legion letter of May 5. 
The letter referred to is as follows:

THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER, 

Washington, DC, May 5, 1999. 
The PRESIDENT, 
The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: The American Le-
gion, a wartime veterans organization of 
nearly three-million members, urges the im-
mediate withdrawal of American troops par-
ticipating in ‘‘Operation Allied Force.’’

The National Executive Committee of The 
American Legion, meeting in Indianapolis 
today, adopted Resolution 44, titled ‘‘The 
American Legion’s Statement on Yugo-
slavia.’’ This resolution was debated and 
adopted unanimously. 

Mr. President, the United States Armed 
Forces should never be committed to war-
time operations unless the following condi-
tions are fulfilled: 

That there be a clear statement by the 
President of why it is in our vital national 
interests to be engaged in hostilities; 

Guidelines be established for the mission, 
including a clear exit strategy; 

That there be support of the mission by the 
U.S. Congress and the American people; and 

That it be made clear that U.S. Forces will 
be commanded only by U.S. officers whom 
we acknowledge are superior military lead-
ers. 

It is the opinion of The American Legion, 
which I am sure is shared by the majority of 
Americans, that three of the above listed 
conditions have not been met in the current 
joint operations with NATO (‘‘Operation Al-
lied Force’’). 

In no case should America commit its 
Armed Forces in the absence of clearly de-
fined objectives agreed upon by the U.S. Con-
gress in accordance with Article I, Section 8, 
of the Constitution of the United States. 

Sincerely, 
HAROLD L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ MILLER, 

National Commander. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, THE 
AMERICAN LEGION, MAY 5, 1999

RESOLUTION NO. 44: THE AMERICAN LEGION 
STATEMENT ON YUGOSLAVIA 

Whereas, the President has committed the 
Armed Forces of the United States, in a joint 
operation with NATO (‘‘Operation Allied 
Force’’), to engage in hostilities in the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia without clearly 
defining America’s vital national interests; 
and 

Whereas, neither the President nor the 
Congress have defined America’s objectives 
in what has become an open-ended conflict 
characterized by an ill-defined progressive 
escalation; and 

Whereas, it is obvious that an ill-planned 
and massive commitment of U.S. resources 
could only lead to troops being killed, 
wounded or captured without advancing any 
clear purpose, mission or objective; and 

Whereas, the American people rightfully 
support the ending of crimes and abuses by 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and the 
extending of humanitarian relief to the suf-
fering people of the region; and 

Whereas, America should not commit re-
sources to the prosecution of hostilities in 
the absence of clearly defined objectives 
agreed upon by the U.S. Congress in accord-
ance with Article I Section 8 of the Constitu-
tional of the United States; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, by the National Executive Com-
mittee of The American Legion in regular 

meeting assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
May 5–6, 1999, That The American Legion, 
which is composed of nearly 3 million vet-
erans of war-time service, voices its grave 
concerns about the commitment of U.S. 
Armed Forces to Operation Allied force, un-
less the following conditions are fulfilled. 

That there be a clear statement by the 
President of why it is in our vital national 
interests to be engaged in Operation Allied 
Force; 

Guidelines be established for the mission, 
including a clear exit strategy; 

That there be support of the mission by the 
U.S. Congress and the American people; and 

That it be made clear U.S. Forces will be 
commanded only by U.S. officers whom we 
acknowledge are superior military leaders; 
and, be it further 

Resolved, that, if the aforementioned condi-
tions are not met, The American Legion 
calls upon the President and the Congress to 
withdraw American forces immediately from 
Operation Allied Force; and, be it further 

Resolved, that The American Legion calls 
upon the Congress and the international 
community to ease the suffering of the 
Kosovar refugees by providing necessary aid 
and assistance; and, be it finally 

Resolved, that The American Legion reaf-
firms its unwavering admiration of, and sup-
port for, our American men and women serv-
ing in uniform throughout the world, and we 
reaffirm our efforts to provide sufficient na-
tional assets to ensure their well being. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule I, 
the Chair declares the House in recess 
until 2 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m.

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend James David 
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er: 

We place before You, gracious God, 
the concerns of our hearts and souls. 
You have invited us to offer our pray-
ers for ourselves and others and You 
have said that we can place our private 
petitions before You and seek Your 
peace. With the confidence of Your 
presence, O God, we utter our private 
feelings to You, expressing our hopes 
and fears, our joys and sorrows, and 
our faith for a new day. Bless our peti-
tions and our prayers, O God, for it is 
in You that we place our trust. In Your 
name we pray. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to urge my colleagues to support 
the emergency supplemental bill be-
cause this vote will be the first step in 
putting this Nation’s military back on 
its feet. 

America’s military is today a hollow 
force, due in fact to 14 years of con-
secutive cuts in defense spending while 
our military operations have increased 
300 percent. 

For example, Allied Force is the 33rd 
deployment of U.S. armed forces in the 
last 9 years. Our military men and 
women should receive their doctorate 
degrees in the school of ‘‘doing more 
and more with less and less.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that this 
Republican Congress has added to the 
President’s defense budget for 4 
straight years and that the Committee 
on Armed Services, in a bipartisan 
manner, has had the foresight and the 
will to address these shortfalls. 

But today is only the first step. Our 
forces are stretched to the limit, am-
munition supplies are depleted, train-
ing funds are used to sustain real-world 
contingencies, recruiting goals are not 
being met, and weapons procurement 
has been delayed. 

A ‘‘yes’’ vote sends the right message 
to our troops and to America’s enemies 
around the world that the American 
military will be properly equipped, 
properly trained, and ready. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s security and 
our military men and women deserve 
no less. 

f 

CHINA BUILDS SUPER MISSILE 
USING AMERICAN SECRETS 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the 
news is China has built a super missile. 
The bad news is experts say the missile 
was built with American secrets and 
American dollars. 
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